
Del Norte High School 

Course Syllabus—Spring 2017 

Intro to Literature I 

Elizabeth Bailey, M.Ed 

 

Class Days & Time: 

 Monday-Thursdays, 3rd period 

 

Required Textbook: 

Henderson, Gloria, William Day, Sandra Waller, ed. Literature and Ourselves: A 

Thematic Introduction for Readers and Writers, 5th ed. Longman, 2006. 

 ISBN: 0321277139 

 

Course Description: 

Intro to Lit introduces students to fiction, poetry, and drama. Students will learn basic 

literary terms and acquire skills necessary for different approaches to literature. This 

course emphasizes active and responsive reading. 

This course is one of the Statewide Guaranteed Transfer courses. GT-AH2 

 

Course Competencies: 

 If you would like to have a list of all the course competencies please email me or visit the 

 www.cccs.edu website.  

 

Evaluation Procedure: 

 Reading Assignments      Reaction Papers 

 Class/Online Discussion    Exams 

Reading Journal       

 

Reading Assignments: 

The student will complete weekly reading assignments. Each participant must be 

responsible for completing all required reading, as that will give a full exposure to 

various types of literature and various themes in literature. The units are broken up into 

five major themes: family, men and women, fear and loss, freedom and responsibility, 

and the quest. While there will not be regular quizzes over the assigned reading 

(UNLESS I get the sense that students are not up on their assigned reading), the reaction 

papers, discussion questions, and exams will require you to reference your reading and 

demonstrate you have read thoroughly and with the intent of comprehension. 

 

Online Discussion: 

At the end of each unit there are “Suggestions for Writing” and “Writing About Film” 

questions. When we reach the end of the unit, each participant will post a response to one 

question from EITHER group. Students MUST identify the question group and question 

number to which they are replying. Responses should be posted by Thursday, and a 

reply to TWO others’ responses should be posted by Monday. These posts are worth 40 

points each. See the grading rubric for discussion participation below. 

 

http://www.cccs.edu/


 

Class Discussion: 

Students are expected to bring quality input and questions to the table when discussing. 

Participation must evidence thoughtful consideration of the assigned reading correlation 

to possible themes. Your reading journal can be a useful tool in this endeavor. The 

following is how you will be graded on your participation: 

 

Highly Active: Student is highly active in discussions and with their engagement. 

Contributes three ways: timely homework, initiates discussion topics, and actively 

responds to comments. Participation is substantial and adds new information, questions, 

and considerations. Contributions from the student are based on class readings, personal 

and work experiences. Contributions are appropriate. 

Visible: Student is a regular contributor, but less than highly active. Regularly responds 

to the Instructor and originates new discussion topics, but not consistently. Comments 

and contributions reflect quality thinking and reflection. 

Responsive: Student competently contributes to discussions. Regularly responds to the 

Instructor when input is directly sought, but seldom takes initiative or originates new 

discussions. Attempts to provide comments and contributions reflecting quality thinking 

and reflection. 

Reluctant: A reluctant participant contributes to discussions only when input is directly 

sought. Comments and contributions tend to be offered merely for the sake of responding 

to the discussion without much evidence of critical analysis of reflection in the 

participant’s comments. Displays little interest or engagement. 

Reading Journal: 

Students need to keep a consistent reading journal for all things read for this class. This 

journal will be graded frequently throughout the class, and it can also be a good jumping 

off point for class discussions. Basically, the journal is where participants will record 

evidence of active reading (see description further down). This needs to be brought to 

class daily. For each new entry, put the date and the title of the work at the top. These 

will also be useful for reaction papers. 

 

Reaction Papers:  

Students will write a short reaction paper for each of the five units studied. These papers 

must be at least two pages in length (see paper requirements). Each paper should relate 

the theme studied to at least one selection of poetry, one selection of fiction, and one 

selection of drama. These papers should evidence critical thinking about the literature in 

relation to the theme, and personal insights to and experiences with the themes are 

encouraged. Each paper is worth 100 points. 

 

Paper Requirements: 

 ALL papers must be in the following format: 

 Have a proper heading AND header 

 Be typed in EITHER Times New Roman size 12 font OR Courier New size 11 



 Have 1” margins all the way around 

 Be entirely double spaced 

 Include a title 

*See my example page so you know what it should look like 

 

Exams: 

There will be a midterm and a final exam, which will include essay questions on the unit 

themes and literature terms. The essay questions will be similar to the ones at the end of 

each unit in the textbook. The literary terms are discussed below. The midterm must be 

completed within one hour and the final within two hours. The midterm and final will 

both be worth 150 points. 

 

Terms: 

A glossary of literary terms can be found in the back of the textbook starting on page 

1453. You need to be familiar with the following terms, which will enhance your 

understanding of literature and will be on your exams: 

 

Alliteration, allusion, antagonist, assonance, character, climax, comedy, conflict, 

connotation, consonance, denotation, denouement, dramatic irony, dramatic monologue, 

epiphany, exposition, foil, foot, harmartia, hyperbole, image, irony, metaphor, meter, 

metonomy, narrator, omniscient, onomatopoeia, oxymoron, paradox, parody, 

personification, plot, point of view, protagonist, pun, rhyme, rhythm, set, setting, simile, 

soliloquy, sonnet, stage directions, symbol, synechdoche, theme, tone, tragedy, voice. 

 

 

How To Be Successful In This Class: 

 Understand that a 3-credit course requires 6-9 hours of work outside class. Plan 

accordingly! 

 Turn in all assignments on the due date given! The only exceptions will be for those 

that you communicate to be before the due date!  

 Read all assigned texts and take notes—practice being an ACTIVE READER*!  

 Communicate with me about any questions or problems you have BEFORE an 

assignment is due. If you do not understand a concept or assignment, talk to me! Be 

pro-active! 

 

*Active Reading: 

 Being an active reader is an essential part of any study. What does being an active reader 

 involve? It means you read with an inquisitive mind: ASK questions as you read, think 

 about how the material pertains to you (how can I relate to this? What do I already know 

 about this? What about this information is particularly important for me?). More than just 

 reading, though, it also involves circling important quotes, underlining portions of the 

 text, making notes in the margins, basically INTERACTING with your text. This keeps 

 you engaged, keeps you thinking critically, and keeps you applying the information as 

 you read. (Keeping notes in a notebook is a fine alternative to writing in a textbook that 

 you hope to resell later.) Also, it is very important that you take the time to look up words 



 you don’t understand! You won’t be able to fully grasp the meaning of a text if you are 

 encountering words that you don’t know. And sometimes you might have to re-read 

 particular texts, especially if you are not fully understanding on the first reading. Active 

 reading is the BEST way to get the most out of anything you read! 

 

Grade Distribution and Scale: 

 Reaction Papers 500 pts 

 Discussion Posts 200 pts 

 Reading Journal 400 pts 

 Midterm Exam 150 pts 

 Final Exam  150 pts 

    1400 pts total 

1260-1400 A 

1120-1259 B 

980-1119 C 

840-979 D 

0-840  F

 

Availability: 

I am here to help you, so please feel free to communicate any questions or problems to 

me. I will respond in a timely manner. Email is a great way to get in touch with me 

regarding any questions you might have, or if it’s a quick question feel free to text me. 

 Phone: 719.850.8445             Email: ebailey@del-norte.k12.co.us 

 

DOCUMENTED DISABILITIES:  

If you have a documented disability, please let me know if you need accommodations at 

the beginning of the semester.  If you require course adaptations or accommodations 

because of a documented disability if you have any emergency medical information to 

share with me, or if you need my assistance, please let me know as soon possible.  Your 

confidentiality is always assured. You may also contact Robert Martinez in Room 209 

(Learning Resource Center),  at 589-7035, or email at robert.martinez@trinidadstate.edu    

Accommodations will be determined based upon your documentation.  Disclosure of any 

and all needs will help avoid unnecessary inconvenience and further delays.  Should you 

have any questions regarding Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), please contact our 

Disability Services Office. 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 

Academic dishonesty, plagiarizing, or cheating will not be tolerated.  I will provide you 

with all the information and opportunity to pass this class.  If you cheat you will receive a 

zero for that assignment as well as any possible ramifications from TSJC policy that can 

be imposed, which can include dis-enrollment from this college. If you are ever unsure 

how to appropriately include outside sources in your paper, ask!!   

 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

Trinidad State Junior College enriches the academic, technical, and cultural life of our 

diverse community. We are committed to offering traditional and alternative approaches 

to education, providing quality instruction, and promoting lifelong learning. 

 

 

 

mailto:robert.martinez@trinidadstate.edu


VISION STATEMENT AND GOALS: 

Trinidad State Junior College will continue to be an active partner in building and 

maintaining academic excellence and economic vitality in the region it serves.  

 

Course Schedule: 

Please note: this is subject to change! This is a proposed outline, and I may add or delete 

items as we progress. HOWEVER, if I determine the schedule does need changing, I 

promise I will give you ample notice and that it will be in your favor! 

 

Week 1, Jan 9—Intro 

Assigned Reading:  

Read the syllabus and introductory materials under course content. 

Familiarize yourself with elements of fiction, poetry, and drama. Read pages 6-26. Pay 

particular attention to the definitions given for the literary terms you need to know, as 

well as the suggestions for how to successfully read and write about the different genres. 

Week 2, Jan 15—Family 

Assigned Reading: Read the following works of fiction: 

“Sonny’s Blues,” James Baldwin  

“Everyday Use,” Alice Walker  

“Because My Father…,” Sherman Alexie.  

Week 3, Jan 22—Family, cont. 

 Assigned Reading: Read the following poems: 

 “A Prayer for My Daughter” ~ Yeats 

 “Mother to Son” ~ Hughes 

 “My Papa’s Waltz” ~ Roethke 

 “The Mother” ~ Brooks 

 “There Is No Word for Goodbye” ~ TallMountain 

“My Father Is a Simple Man” ~ Salinas 

 “Nikki-Rosa” ~ Giovanni 

 “Improvisation for Piano: After Mood Indigo” ~ Weaver 

 “The Gift” ~ Lee 

Week 4, Jan 29—Family, cont.  

 Assigned Reading: “Andre’s Mother,” Terrence McNally 

Discussion Post: Post a response to one of the “Suggestions for Writing” or “Writing 

About Film” questions on pages 260-261. 

Reaction Paper 1 due 2/5. 
Week 5, Feb 5—Men and Women 

 Assigned Reading: Read the following works of fiction: 

 “The Yellow Wallpaper,” Gilman 

 “The Gilded Six-Bits,” Hurston 

 “Hills Like White Elephants,” Hemingway 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 6, Feb 12—Men and Women, cont. 

 Assigned Reading: Read the following poets and all their included poems: 

William Shakespeare 

 John Donne 

 Emily Dickenson 

 H[ilda] D[oolittle] 

 Edna St. Vincent Millay 

 Maya Angelou 

 Ted Hughes 

 Judith Ortiz Cofer 

Sylvia Plath (she is found on pages 493-500; you are only required to read the following 

poems for her: “Daddy,” “The Colossus,” and “Lady Lazarus”) 

Week 7, Feb 19—Men and Women, cont. 

 Assigned Reading: Read “A Doll’s House” by Henrik Ibsen. 

Discussion Post: Post a response to one of the “Suggestions for Writing” or “Writing 

About Film” questions on pages 546-547. 

Reaction Paper 2 due 2/26 
Week 8, Feb 26—Midterm 

No assigned readings this week; however, it would be to your benefit to review some of 

the literature in each unit so you can use support from the readings in your midterm essay 

responses.  

Week 9, Mar 5—Fear and Loss 

 Assigned Reading: Read the following works of fiction: 

 “A Rose for Emily,” Faulkner 

“Dead Men’s Path,” Chinua Achebe 

 “The Management of Grief,” Mukherjee 

Week 10, Mar 12—Fear and Loss, cont. 

 Assigned Reading: Read the following poets and all their included poems: 

Robinson 

 Dunbar 

 Frost 

 Hughes 

 Thomas 

 Oliver 

 Collins 

 Olds 

 Zagajewski 

Week 11, Mar 19—Fear and Loss, cont. 

 Assigned Reading: Read “Othello” by William Shakespeare. 

Discussion Post: Post a response to one of the “Suggestions for Writing” or “Writing 

About Film”questions on pages 865-867. 

Reaction Paper 3 due 4/2 
Week 12, Mar 26— SPRING BREAK, NO CLASS 

Week 13, Apr 2— Freedom and Responsibility 

Assigned Reading: This week, rather than works of fiction, we will read some essays: 

 “A Modest Proposal,” Swift 

 “The Declaration of Independence,” Jefferson 

 “Letter from Birmingham City Jail,” King, Jr. 

 “The Trial,” Havel 

Week 14, Apr 9—Freedom and Responsibility, cont. 

 Assigned Reading: Read the following poets’ works: 

Wordsworth 

 Kipling 

 Hughes 

 Rich 

 Pastan 

 Mora                    Harjo 



Week 15, Apr 16—Freedom and Responsibility, cont. 

 Assigned Reading: Read the short play by Glaspel. 

Discussion Post: Post a response to EITHER one of the “Suggestions for Writing” 

questions or one of the “Writing About Film” questions on pages 1052-1053 

Reaction Paper 4 due 4/23 

Week 16, Apr 23—The Quest 

 Assigned Reading: Read the following works of fiction: 

 “Araby,” Joyce 

 “Raymond’s Run,” Bambara 

 “A Good Man Is Hard to Find,” O’Connor (page 1344) 

Week 17, Apr 30—The Quest, cont. 

 Assigned Reading: Read the following poets’ works: 

Milton 

 Blake 

 Wordsworth  

Lord Tennyson 

Hughes 

Momaday 

Cofer 

*BEGIN reading Sophocles’ play “Oedipus Rex” 

Week 18, May 7—The Quest 

 Assigned Reading: Finish Sophocles’ play “Oedipus Rex” 

Discussion Post: Post a response to EITHER one of the “Suggestions for Writing” 

questions or one of the “Writing About Film” questions on pages 1395-1397. 

Reaction Paper 5 due 5/10 

FINAL 
 

 


