
 
Those Present:  Neal Walters, Chris Burr, Amy Duda, Veronica Climie, Bridget Kreutzer, Ryan Haynie, Russell 
Randolph, Donna Velasquez, Angie Velasquez, Terri Dudley, Aaron Horrocks; and Damon Gibbons and Tim 
Bachicha from the Creede School Board of Education; and Patrick Shea, reporter 

 
I. Call to Order by Neal Walters at 12:08 pm 
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Action Item:  School District Name Change – There was a motion made by Ryan Haynie, 

seconded by Bridget Kreutzer, after some discussion, to change the name of the School 
District to:  Upper Rio Grande School District C-7 (the names of the schools would remain the 
same; i.e., Del Norte Elementary School and Del Norte Jr/Sr High School).  Roll call:  Climie-
aye, Haynie-aye, Kreutzer-aye, Velaquez-aye, Walters-aye 

 
IV. Discussion Regarding Transportation Issues:  Neal Walters invited Damon Gibbons, President 

of the Creede School Board to speak first.  He invites us to any of the Creede school board 
meetings and offers any help they can provide with regard to the new school. They desire to 
build a working relationship with us, being that our schools are so close together. 

 
Mr. Gibbons began with telling us about Rex Shaw, a Creede school parent who was killed in a 
car accident on his way to pick up his children; as well as another student who totaled her car 
on her way to school; and how unsafe that drive from South Fork to Creede is. 

 
 He spoke of the letters sent from their board to ours and from Mr. Burr to Ms. Richard, and 

how there were some misunderstandings. 
 
 He stated that parents started the bus service – not the school.  He also stated that the bus 

parks close to the school, but does not come on school property and they do not leave the bus 
there all day.  He also stated that they do not pay for the bus service.  He said that looking at 
check registers and payroll accounts does not show the full picture.  He mentioned that they 
did in fact pay families for mileage reimbursement, but now that they know it is illegal, they will 
no longer do that; however, he stated that we should expect to hear from some families asking 
us to grant them permission to go to Creede schools and continue to be reimbursed for 
mileage.  They (the board) are willing to negotiate with us.  Ryan Haynie asked why they can’t 
just put a bus stop at the county line?  They stated that they do not have bus routes in Creede 
because they cannot afford to run them. 

 
 Neal brought to their attention that, in the Creede School District, reimbursing families for 

mileage has been going on for quite some time.  Chris stated that this practice has been illegal 
since around 1994. 
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 Mr. Gibbons reiterated that they did not sell the bus thinking it would become a taxi service, 

and that the bus owners act independently of the school. 
 
 He then made a comment stating that the way WE handle this situation will say a lot about 

OUR character. 
 
 Discussion about safety on the bus they’re driving – is it really safer than driving individual 

vehicles? 
 
 They spoke of how losing South Fork kids to Del Norte Schools would hurt the Creede School 

District; but Chris spoke of how losing South Fork (Del Norte School District) kids to Creede 
hurts the Del Norte School District also. 

 
 Ryan asked them what they are asking us to do.  They responded saying they are asking us to 

approve them paying parents mileage reimbursements for driving their students from South 
Fork to Creede; and that we collectively do what is best for kids. 

 
 Neal then asked that we all follow “Occam’s razor” – follow the rules!  End of discussion. 
 
 Neal also stated that he doesn’t feel that we should bend over backwards to help Creede take 

students from within our district boundary. 
  
 Chris also stated that his goal is to protect ALL of his kids, which includes those children in 

South Fork, a part of the Del Norte School District. 
 
 Tim asked that we think about moving forward in a spirit of cooperation; however that looks. 

  
V. Adjourn – Motion made by Ryan Haynie, seconded by Donna Velasquez at 1:06 pm to adjourn 

the meeting.  Roll Call:  Climie-aye, Haynie-aye, Kreutzer-aye, Velasquez-aye, Walters-aye. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Neal Walters 
Board President 


