
                    DEL NORTE JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL 
 

 
  May 28, 2020  
 
  Seniors and Parents/Guardians of Seniors, 
 

 

June 6th is just a few days away, and as the school prepares a safe Commencement for you 
and your families, we have had to make some changes to our ceremony plans. As many know 
the State of Colorado and Rio Grande County are still not allowing large public gatherings, 
especially in regards to school events. In our original proposal to the County back in April, we 
optimistically hoped the restrictions would be lessened or lifted by this time. Thus, we postponed 
the ceremony for three weeks and presented a plan to you to host a graduation ceremony on the 
football field with limited participation. We were careful to remind everyone in this original letter 
that this plan was still contingent on many factors we did not control. Unfortunately, that plan is 
no longer an option.  

 

Although State and County mandates have lessened for many businesses and services within 
the last week, we must accept and understand that there are still limitations for large gatherings 
and there have been no lifts on restrictions for school events, including graduations. 
Nevertheless, after a recent productive conversation with the Rio Grande County Health 
Department, the Upper Rio Grande School District has decided with the County Health 
Department’s guidance to conduct the 2020 Commencement as a “Drive-In” ceremony in the 
front parking lot of the new school on June 6th, 2020 at 9:00 AM. The following is a list of 
guidelines and procedures for the ceremony.  

● We have 34 graduates, so 34 cars, one for each graduate, will be permitted onto school 
grounds to attend the ceremony. Each vehicle will have an assigned parking spot and the 
driver and all passengers will be required to stay inside the vehicle during the ceremony. 
Windows can be open, but guests will not be allowed to sit in open truck beds.  

● The graduate only will be permitted to leave the car upon arrival and will line up with their 
class in a socially distanced (minimum of 6 feet) single-file line for a short opening 
processional. The graduate will then proceed to a designated seat, again socially 
distanced at a minimum of 6 feet, and remain there during the ceremony. These 
individual chairs will line the south and west sidewalks of the front of the school.  

● A map of each graduate’s seat location and family vehicle location along with written 
procedures for the ceremony will be provided to all Seniors and their Parents/Guardians 
prior to the ceremony to ensure all parties understand the expectations. You can expect 
to receive this through email and the district website a few days before the ceremony. 

● ALL graduates will be required to wear a mask during the ceremony.  
● Introductions and speeches will be made on an elevated stage located at the front 

entrance of the building and away from the vehicles and graduates. 
● Superintendent Chris Burr and Principal Russell Randolph will be located behind and on 

either end of the stage and will also wear masks. Mr. Burr will not be speaking but will 
represent the district and school board. Mr. Randolph, as a speaker, will also wear 
disposable gloves during the entire ceremony.  

● All speakers will be invited to the stage to deliver their speeches on a microphone with a 
disposable cover. Speakers will wear their masks until they begin their speech and will 
wear gloves during their entire speech. After each speech, the disposable microphone 
cover will be removed and replaced with a new cover by Mr. Randolph. Mr. Randolph will 
also remove and replace his gloves after this process each time.  

● Only necessary staff will be present, but each one will have a task such as providing 
guidance and direction for vehicles and graduates, streaming the event for 
non-attendees, and ensuring the safety of the ceremony. In addition, Vibrant Valley 
Photography will be present.  
 



● During the Presentation of the Diplomas, when a student’s name is read, the graduate 
will proceed to a small individual table where the diploma will be located. Each seat will 
have its own table. Two family members will be allowed to leave their vehicle and join the 
graduate at this time for a photo to be taken by our hired photographer. The two family 
members will be required to wear masks. Masks will only be removed temporarily for the 
picture.  After the photo, the graduate will return to the seat and the two family members 
will return to their vehicle.  

● The entire ceremony will be broadcast via livestream for those who cannot attend. 
● At the conclusion of the ceremony, graduates will be informed to return directly to their 

vehicles and depart with their families.  There will be no opportunities for students to 
gather on school grounds.  

We thank you for your understanding and patience through these difficult times. Our intent has 
always been to provide a safe graduation ceremony for ALL of our seniors and as many of their 
family members as possible. Your commitment to continue the practice of the Governor’s order of 
“safer at home” prior to June 6th to the best of your ability is appreciated. The precautions you 
have taken is what is allowing us to provide this opportunity next Saturday, June 6th for our Class 
of 2020. 
 
Again, please anticipate receiving a parking and student seating arrangement map next week 
through your email. It will also be available on the district website.  
 
 

Stay safe and healthy,  
Russell Randolph 
Principal 
Del Norte Jr/Sr High School 
 
 
 


