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Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic and State-Mandated Social Distancing for the 

remainder of this school year, the Upper Rio Grande School District C-7 has decided 

to temporarily amend how final grades will be determined for all Jr./Sr. High 

students for the Spring 2020 semester. This decision was determined after doing 

extensive research, collecting staff feedback, and conducting multiple 

administrative discussions. We have worked to ensure that equity remains at the 

heart of this decision. We know that our students and families are experiencing this 

crisis in vastly different ways, so we want to ensure that students who are not able 

to engage in remote learning to the same degree as others will not be 

disadvantaged by those challenges at this time. This adjustment to our grading 

policies allows for more flexibility while continuing to have high expectations for our 

students.  

 

Spring 2020 Semester Grading Policy for Del Norte Jr/Sr High Students 

● Students will be able to decide at the end of the semester on a class-by-class 

basis which grading option they prefer: 

○ a Letter Grade determined by the student’s grade percentage for the 

entire semester, OR 

○ a Pass/Fail Grade determined by the higher of the student’s 

Mid-Semester Grade or Final Semester Grade. 

● Students who do not inform their teachers of their choice will be assigned a 

Pass/Fail Grade determined by the higher of the student’s Mid-Semester 

Grade or Final Semester Grade in each class.  

● The primary difference between the two options is the effect they have on a 

student’s GPA.  

○ If the student chooses the Letter Grade option for a course, then using 

the traditional 4.0 scale, the grade earned is applied to calculate the 

student’s semester and cumulative GPA. 

○ If a student chooses the Pass/Fail option for a course, then the student 

will receive credit for the course but the student’s GPA will not be 

affected by the course (negatively or positively).  

● Finally, students will be allowed until the end of the school year to make their 

choice to receive either a Letter Grade or a Pass/Fail Grade. We will be providing 

students a process through the student’s email for informing us of their decisions 

for each class.  

 


