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Our Historic Government Shutdown
Blake Cestone

We are currently in the middle of the longest government shutdown in U.S. History since 1995-1996. How did we get here?

Ever since the government shutdown from December 16, 1995, to January 6, 1996, we have never experienced a shutdown
longer than 21 days, until now. President Donald Trump and his dispute over the Mexican border wall has led to a
disagreement between himself and the Democratic party. This is currently causing the longest government shutdown in United
States History beginning on December 22nd, 2018. Multiple sources report that the government will not re-open until there is
an agreement that includes funding for the border wall.

The shutdown is having drastic effects on multiple business across the country. For example, according to Inc.5000.com,
“Roughly 800,000 federal employees are furloughed,[meaning they are given a leave of absence] and government contractors
hired by the shuttered agencies have been scrambling to figure out what to do with their employees--and their dwindling cash
reserves.” In other words, due to this shutdown, many employees cannot work but are still granted pay. Looking back at
Inc.5000.com they quote three time Inc. 5000 honoree, Brian Chaney. Chaney is president of a Federally Recognized Alaskan
Tribal firm focused on the public sector and aerospace industries, commonly referred to as TACG. Of his 183-person staff,
about 25 employees are unable to work but are still on the payroll. Chaney explains that "by keeping them around, we're going
to take a significant financial hit in January."
In short, the current government shutdown is hurting America and its important businesses. All we can do is hope that the
government comes to an agreement quick, before they run the whole country further into debt.

This Month in History
1813- Jane Austen's novel, Pride and Prejudice, is published. It is one of the best-known works of

English literature and it sold about 20 million copies.

1958- The LEGO Brick is patented. The Lego company has since produced 500 billion Lego elements,
amounting to 10 lego towers from Earth to the Moon.

1986- The Space Shuttle “Challenger” Explodes. The orbiter broke apart 73 seconds after lift-off, killing
all 7 astronauts on board.



Being a Student Athlete
Logan Cestone

Being a student athlete can be very taxing and very productive. As a student athlete you need to not only dedicate eight hours of
your day to education, but you also need to dedicate a couple more hours for your sports.

This could mean waking up very early or going to bed very late. Being a student athlete takes a lot of commitment, responsibility,
and accountability. You have to be committed to your sports, but more importantly committed to your academics as well. Most days
after doing a sport you will get home at a later hour and still have to do your homework.

Just because you are participating in a sport does not mean you are allowed to slack on homework and academics. School is the
top priority and if your grades fall you will not be allowed to participate in a sport. Games, meets, invitations, and other sporting
events are usually on weekends. This means you also have to dedicate your free time to a sport. Injuries could occur in any sports as
well as soreness after practices. It takes perseverance when your body is sore and tired.

Although being a student athlete can be very challenging, it is very rewarding. Sports help students express themselves and
become leaders. It also shows traits of dedication, ownership, and teaches you more life skills. It is easy to succeed in being a student
athlete because all you need to do is work diligently (in school and sports) and be committed to doing a sport along with your
academics.

Work Activities
Isaac Peerman

Hello Del Norte, I’m Isaac Peerman and today I am going to be talking about extracurricular activities that people do outside
of school, such as work programs, volunteering, and local jobs. The after school work programs include things such as working
and volunteering. High Valley is mainly a volunteering sort of thing, but it is still a large time commitment beyond school. Local
jobs around here include working at Jack's Market, or Wolf Creek Ski Area and other local businesses. These jobs are a lot to take
on for most students after school. There are a couple people who work at Wolf Creek who also go to Del Norte High School. A
few of them are, Kiela Madrid, Kaeci Madrid, and Elena Gentry. Today I interviewed Keila Madrid and Daisah Atencio to see
what they said about their jobs. Let’s hear what they had to say.
Wolf Creek Interview
(Me): “Good morning Keila, What are a couple of things you like about your Wolf Creek job?”
(Kiela): “I love getting my free season pass, and my coworkers. That’s mainly the reason I go back.”
(Me): “What do you do at your job?”
(Kiela): “I teach kids how to snowboard.”
(Me): “ Would you recommend your job to anybody?”
(Kiela): “As long as they know how to snowboard or ski!”
(Me): “Thanks Keila!”
High Valley Volunteering
(Me): “ Good Morning Daisah, What are a couple of things you like about your volunteer work at High Valley?”
(Daisah): “I like to help little kids with their homework, and to help out with activities for them!”
(Me): “What do you do for volunteering at high Valley?”
(Daisah): “Town clean up, clean up after the little kids, and help them with what they need.”
(Me): “Would you recommend your job to anybody? Or only a certain few.”
(Daisha); “I think only a certain few can work there who can really deal with kids.”



Free Write

The Obsession

"Reading is like running away without ever leaving the
comfort of your home"- unknown

When I was about 7 years old I became obsessed with
books. With each story I read I was able to run off and
join the adventures that were ahead. I would stand side by
side for a battle, to help uncover the mystery, to comfort
the crying or calm down the scared. The characters and I
became closer with every story. My imagination
blossomed and made the fiction tales become reality. To
me it was always like the magic tree house stories. How
their stories "came to life" was what it felt like for me.
Those books were actually one of the first that fell into
my palms and started my little addiction. Started what I
was soon to learn was going to be my safe zone.
-iaa-

If you were a color
I am a person who sees people as colors. Mainly

because it helps to describe someone or just get a feel
of who they are. But if you were a color I have no clue
what you would actually end up being. Maybe you
could be green, calm and curious. Or perhaps you
could be yellow, responsible and committed. I guess
with a first glance at you I would say that you look like
an orange. Only because orange is used to show that
people are confident and you look like someone who is
very confident. From how people talk about you, I
would say that you are probably a red. Only because of
the fact that you look mean and easily angered which
makes people afraid to tell you certain things. People
that know of you but don't know you personally, would
probably say that you are black. Mainly due to the fact
that you seem pretty mysterious to them because they
don't know you.
-iaa

Student Shout out
Isabela Arellano

(Me): "How did you get started?"
(Chandler): "I got my first camera when I was 14 and started experimenting with everything that I saw. I started learning more
about photography and fell in love."
(Me): "What's your favorite things to take pictures of?"
(Chandler): "I take pictures of everything, but my favorite subjects are animals and flowers."
(Me): " Where do you see this in the future?"
(Chandler): " I really enjoy this form of art and would like to continue learning more about it. This is something that I love
and want to look at as a possible career option."



Senior Spotlight

Natalie Benavides
Parents: Desiree & Lawrence Benavides
Favorite color: Red
Favorite food: Enchiladas
Dream car: All black Jeep
Best quality: Never give up
Worst quality: laughing at inappropriate
moments
College: Colorado Mesa University
In 10 years: I hope to be happy and
successful
Favorite high school memory : football and
wrestling
Favorite quote: "Seek what sets your soul on
fire."

Blake Cestone
Parents: Bart & Veronica Climie
Favorite color: Orange and grey
Favorite food: Anything with bacon
Dream car: Jaguar XJ
Best quality: Creative
Worst quality: Talkative
College: University of Northern Colorado
In 10 years: Hopefully in movies
Favorite high school memory: Too many to
count
Favorite quote: "You're only given a little
spark of madness. You must not lose it."
Robin Williams

Lacie Jones
Parents: Jody & Mark Jones
Favorite color: Purple
Favorite food: Chicken
Dream car: Jeep
Best quality: Athletic
Worst quality: Emotional
College: Adams State University
Favorite high school memory: State
basketball
Favorite quote: Life's short, eat Ramen
noodles.

Sammie Morgan
Parents: Tonya Hughes (sister)
Favorite color: Baby blue
Favorite food: Thai food
Dream car: 2015 Chevy Silverado
Best quality: My heart
Worst quality: I don't know
College: Academy of art University
In 10 years: An architect
Favorite high school memory:
Meeting new people
Favorite quote: "You don't always
need a plan. Sometimes you just need
to breathe, trust, let go, and see what
happens."


